Companies Donate Dinnerware to Katrina Victims 

FEBRUARY 20, 2006 -- The Zrike Company, importer of hand-painted tabletop, ceramics, mugs, and decorative items, partnered with Product Solutions International (PSI), their product development firm, and manufacturers in China to provide two container loads of dinnerware to the victims of Hurricane Katrina in New Orleans.

The Zrike Company donated the cost of ocean freight and duty for one shipment and Liberty International, through the Narita Line, Ltd. donated the freight and transportation services for the other container load.

"The factories and agents we approached in China were eager to donate their ware to help Hurricane victims, but we still had to get the product across the ocean and through customs," said Darleen Flaig of PSI. "We are enormously grateful to The Zrike Company and Liberty International, Inc. (Providence, RI),  our long-term partners,  for jumping in so quickly to cover freight, duty and all other charges. It was a miracle that just kept growing. Working together, we accomplished so much more," she said.

Jane Adams, a tableware and decorative home products designer, along with her sister, Charlotte Hoolihan, coordinated the distribution of the dinnerware and lunch bags to people in need with New Covenant Presbyterian Church in Mandeville, La. Numerous volunteers were on hand to unload the trucks and deliver the dinnerware to nearby towns. Beverly Rowalt of NCPC arranged for the storage and distribution.

Rowalt said she has received dozens of phone calls from relief groups and churches offering to help with the distribution. "We could give away every dish the factory can make. There is so much need out there," she exclaimed.
